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M. Dubois was much annoyed at these
exemptions and ordered the three Muchiyars
to be sent for. On their entrance, he said,
fc Pay your share of the tax, according to the
list; or you will be put in the dungeon.' They
replied that they were but coolies and could
not pay. They were ordered to be shut up in
the dungeon unless they paid their share,
namely, 7,000 rupees. Accordingly they are in
the dungeon. I then said, 'Nothing is pro-
curable in the town now, and nothing is being
brought in in spite of the proclamation by
beat of tom-tom that the duties are remitted.
Owing to this tax those who have gone
away will not return, and those who are
still here will go away. If for another
15 days people are to be troubled for money
like this, there will be nothing in the town,
and you will perceive that my words have
come to pass.' It would take 20 sheets to
write what is going on. When I had had my
say, M. Leyrit told M. Dubois that, if peoplo
were asked to pay according to this list, thero
would be a panic in the town and hell would
be let loose. M. Dubois asked whether in that
case, the list should be abandoned. M. Loyrit
observed that it would not induce even those
mentioned in the original list to pay. It was
then twelve. Before coming home I told
M. Leyrit that I could not attend to-morrow as